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H ospital based Acute Care
for Elders (ACE) units
provide standard medical

services infused with geriatric inter-
ventions. To prevent additional loss
of physical function during hospi-
talization, ACE units deliver optimal
care for older patients.  The con-
stantly changing care needs of as-
sisted living (AL) residents demand
similar interventions.   

Dr. Michael Malone, Medical Di-
rector of Senior Services at the Au-
rora Sinai Medical Center’s Geri-
atrics Institute in Milwaukee, WI,
developed a series of pocket
guides, referred to as “ACE Cards,”
as a quick reference to help man-
age common geriatric conditions.
The cards offer guidelines for as-
sessment of a particular behavior
and list risk factors as well as sug-

gestions for an initial approach.
This issue presents the ACE Card

for Identifying Delirium. Future is-
sues will include ACE Cards on
subjects that include fall prevention,
indicators of infection, influenza
vaccine, and constipation. 

The complete series of cards 
can be ordered from Dr. Michael
Malone at Michael.Malone.md@
aurora.org. ALC

ACE Cards for 
Accessing Delirium


